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Nearly every demographic group in the county
ranked the following three items in their top five
priorities:

Support efforts to improve the K-12
education system.

Promote public safety.

Plan for infrastructure development to
maintain quality of life.

Create opportunities for family economic
stability.

Help local businesses grow.

Improve transportation infrastructure. 

Encourage diverse employment
opportunities. 

Improve broadband connectivity.

COMMUNITY 
PRIORITIES

Note:  Priorities have
been shortened for
ease of analysis.  For
the full phrases used
in the survey, see
page 49.

These three priorities encompass components of
Strategic Initiative 3, Build Community, Together,
including the distribution of education resources,
diverse approaches to increasing public safety, and
making infrastructure and safety improvements.  

Here, the community indicated their support for
centering these initiatives in County efforts.

OTHER TOP PRIORITIES

Riverfront Trail Connectivity.

Post-Secondary Education Alternatives.

Parks Outside of Cities.

LOWEST PRIORITIES OVERALL

RANKED PRIORITIES [RANK 1 - 5]

RANK 1 RANK 2 RANK 3 RANK 4 RANK 5

READ THE FULL REPORT ON
HEALTH.MESACOUNTY.US

https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Tell-Us-Report_Website.pdf
https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Tell-Us-Report_Website.pdf
https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Tell-Us-Report_Website.pdf


The only groups in Mesa County that show significantly
divergent priorities were political parties. This likely
reflects that the parties have different philosophies on
what the role of government should be in a community. 

The fact that significant differences came up by party
affiliation, and not by gender, age, income, or other
demographic breakdown means that two people with a
common party affiliation with other demographic
differences are more likely to have similar priorities than
two people from separate parties with similar other
demographics.

While Democrats and Republicans only shared two priorities,
Support efforts to improve K-12 education and Create
opportunities for family economic stability, Independent
priorities consistently overlapped with the priorities of
Republicans or Democrats. 

Also of interest is what these groups marked as their lowest
priorities. “Help local businesses grow,” a top priority for
Republicans, was listed as the third least important priority
to Democrats.  “Promote a vibrant and diverse community,”
was ranked last for Republicans, but ranked #7 for Democrats. 

It is worth noting that a low ranking on these priorities does
not mean that the community does not value them, but it
does mean that they consistently believe that County leaders
should be focused elsewhere.
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 “Childcare and early
childhood education is

severely lacking.”
 

K-12 Education, Public Safety, and an
Infrastructure Development Plan have broad
support - highlight efforts in these areas and look
for opportunities to demonstrate commitment to
Strategic Initiative 3, Build Community, Together.

Based on the shared priorities identified above,
certain aspects of projects may appeal to
community members regardless of their political
affiliation. Careful messaging can help align
projects with priorities that all groups see as
important.

For example, the Clifton Community Center could
be pitched as an investment in education and
family economic stability to everyone of all
political affiliations.

“Improve Mesa County's
education, infrastructure
and business
opportunities. Mesa
County is a great place to
live geographically, but
the workforce is under-
educated and the ultra
conservative values are a
turn off to businesses and
progressive forward
looking companies and
industries.”
Male, 50-59 Years Old

Male, 50-59 Years Old

 “I think the main
priority for Mesa

County should be
to improve K-12

education. I think
our existing
schools are

severely lacking
when it comes to

quality of
education...”

 Male, 18-39 Years Old

“Affordable housing has to
be on top of the list.
Forward thinking planning
and development. The new
library in Clifton will be a
great addition, please help
them and build on it.”
Female, 60-69 Years Old


