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I personally trust law enforcement in Mesa County. 

I feel close to people in the area where I live. 

I am satisfied with Mesa County elected officials. 

I personally trust local government officials in Mesa County. 

I am pleased with the state of education in Mesa County. 

I am pleased with the state of the economy in Mesa County. 
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SOCIAL
CAPITAL
Social Capital is the value derived from positive connections
between people. Some of the key components of social capital include
trust in a community, closeness between neighbors, and social
interactions between family and friends, as well as an individual's
perception of where they live. 

It is sometimes described as the “glue” in a community. In general, the
higher level of social capital, the more resilient, cohesive, and
healthy a community is.

MCPH surveyed residents on social capital in 2017. The 2022 Tell Us
community survey used similar questions in order to track progress on
these measures.
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NOTE: THESE DISTRIBUTIONS EXCLUDE THE “DON’T KNOW” ANSWERS.

 “...support each and every citizen,
especially the disabled, and
provide more attainable housing
for those who are disabled and
homeless and single parent
households... and discourage and
refrain from law enforcement
officials from abusing our citizens
and encourage them to provide
assistance in order to rebuild trust
and sustainability!”
Female, 40-49 Years Old

“I am an old retiree. I have no family
here. I have no social life. I have

lived here for about 35 years.
Everything is being geared to

younger more able and somewhat
wealthier people. In the past I have

volunteered and tried to get
involved…Pay attention to the

elders trying to survive in a place
that doesn't want them.”

Female, 70+ Years Old
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In the overall community, residents on
average report that they “agree” they
personally trust local law enforcement. 

They “moderately agree” to feeling close to
people in the area where they live and to being
satisfied with Mesa County elected officials.
They “slightly agree” to trusting local
government officials, satisfaction with the
economy, and satisfaction with education.

Responses for some of these categories were
strongly impacted by household income. In
general, as income increases, trust in law
enforcement and satisfaction with the
economy increase, as well. 

However, there is a notable divergence from this trend for residents making between
$35k - $50k in annual household income. They rated the lowest levels of trust in law
enforcement and local government, as well as the lowest satisfaction with elected
officials and the economy. This trend was also observed concerning safety and
security and satisfaction with their neighborhood, previously noted in the Community
Conditions and Quality of Life sections. 

TRUST IN LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS BY INCOME

LAW ENFORCEMENT
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WITH CHILDREN

I PERSONALLY TRUST LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN MESA COUNTY.

When looking at residents in the same income group who have children, the differences
were even more notable, particularly for trust in local government and satisfaction with
elected officials. More than half (57%) report completely disagreeing in these two
areas (compared to only 24% disagreement from other groups).
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The age of residents also had a strong impact on response. 
As age increased, trust in law enforcement and in local
government officials increased as well. People of color also
reported a notable difference in trust in law enforcement, 
19% reported completely disagreeing compared to 12% of 
Non-Hispanic White residents.

People of color also reported more disagreement with feeling
close to people in the area where they live, 26% disagreement
compared to only 16% of Non-Hispanic White residents.  
The strongest determinants correlated to feeling close to
neighbors was found to be different for males and females.
Male responses were highly correlated with political affiliation,
while female responses were most highly correlated to
household income.

MALE RESPONSES TO FEELING CLOSE TO PEOPLE
IN THEIR AREA BY POLITICAL AFFILIATION
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FEMALE RESPONSES TO FEELING CLOSE TO PEOPLE
IN THEIR AREA BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Gender also played a strong role in residents’ satisfaction with the
state of the economy. 78% of male residents expressed some level
of satisfaction while only 66% of female residents did. Further,
the average male response was close to moderate satisfaction, while
the average female response was closer to only slightly satisfied.
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READ THE FULL REPORT ON
HEALTH.MESACOUNTY.US

https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Tell-Us-Report_Website.pdf
https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Tell-Us-Report_Website.pdf
https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Tell-Us-Report_Website.pdf


There was a distinct change in the average answer between the
surveys regarding the number of close, regularly contacted
friends. In 2017 respondents reported having 1 to 2 friends. 

The average answer increased in 2022 to somewhere close to
3 to 5 friends. This increase should be interpreted carefully since
it is only two data points with significant circumstances having
impacted social interaction during this period.

The social capital section also included questions about
volunteer hours, time spent with family, and number of
regularly-contacted, close friends.

Residents reported on average volunteering around 1 to 4
hours per month. There was no notable change in this area
between the 2017 and 2022 surveys.

In 2022, residents reported meeting up with family on average
several times per month. This was a slight decrease compared
to 2017 when residents reported meeting with family somewhere
between several times a week and several times a month.

Explore risk factors and stressors
on the $35k-$50k income group,
compared to those in the less than
$35k group, that might explain lower
levels of social capital as well as lower
satisfaction with quality of life and
community conditions.

Explore why trust in local government
is low, and consider action and
communication that increase trust
in local government.

Consider means of community
engagement and outreach by law
enforcement and local government to
younger residents, low-income
households, and people of color. Find
opportunities to improve satisfaction
and trust.

“I wish there was less divisive
opinion in our citizenry, less
political division, less hatred and
more compassion for one
another...I know there isn't much
the county can do about that, but if
there were more friendly and
respectful discussion within our
community, this would be a much
safer and happier place to live!”
Female, 70+ Years Old

“The MCSO is probably the
most trusted department in
Mesa County, in my opinion.”
Male, 50-59 Years Old

READ THE FULL REPORT ON
HEALTH.MESACOUNTY.US

https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Tell-Us-Report_Website.pdf
https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Tell-Us-Report_Website.pdf
https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Tell-Us-Report_Website.pdf

